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January 23, 2013

U.S. Administrative Law Judge

Office of Disability adjudication and Review

______________________
RE: Claimant name, SSN: xxx-xx-xxxx, Hearing Date: March 27, 2013

Dear Judge:

Ms. filed an application for Title II and Title XVI benefits on DATE (2D). Her alleged onset date of disability (AOD) is October 1, 2009 (3E-1). Her DLI is December 31, 2014 (3E-1). Ms. has prior relevant work experience as a licensed optician. Ms. was born on May 4, 1964 (3E-1).  She is currently 48 years of age. She completed 1 year of college on May 31, 1983 (2E-3). She also completed specialized job training as an apprentice optician which was of 3-year duration; course was completed on August 31, 1993 and at the completion she received a state license (2E-3).

The illnesses and medical conditions claimant alleges limit her ability to work include sarcoidosis, type 2 diabetes mellitus, morbid obesity, severe obstructive sleep apnea syndrome, sleep disordered breathing, shortness of breath, neuropathic pain syndrome, back pain, migraine headaches, peripheral vascular disease, chronic venous insufficiency, hypertension, anxiety disorder, and depression.

The Claimant has suffered from sarcoidosis since 2004 from mediastinal lymph node biopsy and was on Prednisone for 2 years but that had to be stopped because of excessive uncontrollable weight gain of over 100 lbs. See (10F-28). Due to her sarcoidosis combined with diabetes, she had bilateral lower leg pain and feet pain, which was worse on the right side. The pain had been progressively worsening over the past year. She described her pain as a pinning sensation like putting hot metal on her skin. She also had numbness of both shins and feet. The pain was so bad that she could not walk from her chair to the restroom. Pain was made worse with walking and nothing seemed to make it better. See (10F-3). Dr. R B completed medical release/physician’s statement of disability questionnaire on September 29, 2010. Dr. RB concluded that the Claimant might not be able to lift/carry objects more than 5 lbs for more than 1 hour per day. Dr. RB diagnosed the Claimant as having sarcoidosis and type 2 diabetes mellitus. See (6F-2). 

The Claimant had chronic edema and neuropathy in her feet and legs. She had a history of chronic phlebitis. The Claimant on a good day could walk upwards of 100 yards before becoming fatigued. She could stand for about 5 minutes and sit for about 15 minutes. There was diminished sensation from the knees distally. The Claimant walked with a guarded, wide based gait without the use of an assistive device. See (12F-1). She had increased venous congestion in her lower extremities. She also had a darkish-brown discoloration on the lower extremity secondary to the possible venous stasis and its related complications. See (4F-1).

She had recurrent ulcers of both shins, had trouble sleeping because of chest tightness during sleep with excessive daytime sleepiness and low back and bilateral leg pain worsening with walking, especially on the right side. She was diagnosed with peripheral vascular disease, obstructive sleep apnea, morbid obesity, type 2 diabetes mellitus, and chronic venous insufficiency. See (10F-28). K, MD, performed split night polysomnography on February 12, 2011, and she was found to have sleep disordered breathing, severe obstructive sleep apnea syndrome, and periodic limb movement disorder. See (10F-13). 

Dr. S stated that Ms. had diminished sensation bilaterally that was more pronounced on the right than the left and Dr. S suspected this was due to her history of chronic edema. She did have findings of restrictive lung disease and might have underlying pulmonary hypertension. She was not effectively able to perform orthopedic maneuvers duo to stiffness and pain and did compensate with a guarded, wide based gait and a walker is beneficial for balance.

Additionally, Dr. S stated that at this point, the Claimant did appear to be declining and had some moderate degree of impairment. See (12F-1). 

Ms. is disabled, as there are no significant jobs in the general economy that she could obtain and keep. At the hearing we will present testimony to further support Ms. claim.
Respectfully,

Attorney or Representative Name

